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Some Booksto be ſold 
at the Black Swan a 


T emple Bar. 


Everal Practical Diſcourfes, in three: Vol, viz. 
Vol. x. On the blefled Sacrament. Iz 2. parts. 
Vol. 3d. On Charity and Humility. 

Vol 34. On Gods Law to: Mankind , on. Redeeming 

of Time, on Prayer. By Edward Pelliing D. D. Chap- 

lain in ordinary to His Majeſty, and ReQor of Petworth 
in Suſſex. All of them to be ſold ſingle. 

The Regular Chriftian's daily Sacrifice , 'or a Colleion. 
of Prayers, chiefly out of Devid's _ and the reſt 
of the Common Prayer Book , to be uſe by the People itt 
their private Devotion, ons. all ordinary and fpecial oc- 
caſions, with .a particular Office for Sacrament Days. 
By Edward Pelling D. D. Chaplain to, His. Grace. thy. 
Duke of Somerſet, and Reftor of Petworth in Suſſex. 
The ſecond Edition. 

Chriſtian Praitice deſcribed by way of Eſſay ,. upon. 

the Life of our Saviour, by Stephen Skinner ReQor of 

Buckland in Hertford Shire, and late Fellow of Trinity 

Colledge at Cambridge. | 
The Canſe and Care of Offences, in a Diſcourſe on: 

Math. 18. 7. By R. Kjngſton M. A. Prebendary of Son, 

and Chaplain in. ordinary to His Majeſty. 
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Psatu. XXII. 4. 


Yea tho I walk through the V alley of the 
Shadow of Death, 1 will fear no evil, 
for thou art with me. 


vine Providence hath over us, is very grate- 
. fully repreſented by ſuch ſoft and tender 
expreſſions, and charaQters of God, as do be ſpeak 
an abundant Aﬀe&tion and regard for us, giving 
us all the aſſuranceand ſecurity imaginable of an infinite 
kindneſs and compaſſhon conſtantly ingaged for us. 
So when our Lord doth comfort his Diſciples 
with the Dofrine of Providence , he thus expreſ- 
ſeth it , Tour heavenly Father knoweth , that ' you have yy, gc, 
need of all theſe Things. What can be dearer © and ; 
and more fſollicitous than the Aﬀections and con- 
cerhment of a Parent * Another of the like kind 
to the ſame end and purpoſe, is here mention'd 
and apply'd by David, who ſeems to afſure or chal- 
lenge to himſelf, the extraordinary care and | pro- 
: B 2 | tettion . 


| T A T mighty and continual care which the Di- 
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2 Chuian Supports under 
tetion of God , under all, the very worſt circum- 
ſtances, from the ſutable charaQter of Kindneſs and 
and Indearment he aſcribes to him, ver. 1. The Lord 
i my Shepheard, and thence makes rhis natural Inference, 
T (hall wot wat. He will moſt certainly take care of 
me, for to- continue the Parallel or Similitude here 
before us, wer. 2. He maketh me lie down ingreen Paſt ures, 
. or, Paſtures of tender Graſs , he leadeth me beſide ſtill Wa- 
ters, or Waters of quietneſs : Which 1s {poiken with 
alluſion to the moſt grateful things or conditions, 
that God will beſtow upon, or provide for [15 Peo- 
ple; his goodneſs will take care ,-that they ſhall have 
what' is moſt proper and convenient for them. And 
when they are brought to any diſtreſs , he will de- 
liver them out of it, reduce therf# to a' happy condi- 
tion, and ſet them right and fafe in their wayes , ver. 
3. He refloreth my Soul , he leadeth me in the Paths of 
righteouſneſs for his Names ſake, and which 1s more, 
when they are under the moſt unpromiſing circum- 
ſtancgs, in that ſad and doleful condition , which we 
muſt all come to and he under, the diſmal preſſure 
and ſtroke of Death ; even herein the People of God 
are relieved and ſupported by this extraordinary Di- 
vine care and Goodneſs; Tea, tho I walk through the 
Valley of the Shadow of Death, I will fear no evil, for thou 
art with me, | 

In which words are two things conſiderable : 

Firſt , The terror or ſeverity of a dying State, Tea, 
tho T walk through the Valley of the Shadow of Death. 

Yet Secondly under ſuch diſmal circumſtances God 
doth moſt abundantly comfort and ſupport us; Tea, tho 
Frwatk through the Valley of the ſhadow of Death T will 
fear no evil , for thou art with me, © 

Firſt, *T'is obſervable, that holy David doth here 
remember us of the texror and feverity of a Dy- 


ing 


| 
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the Terroves of Death. ; 
mg State or Condition ; Tea tho I walk through 
the Valley of the ſhadow of Death ; which 1s greatly 
ſignified by almoſt every word in it , Yea 1 eti- 
amſi, Notwithſtanding , imploying the utmoſt d1- 
ſtreſs or extreamity , I walk 778 ambulavero, I ſhall 
walk; intimating a leaſurely, and ſo a more tor- 
menting paſſage, pxyza i» Yalle, the Septaagint ev wiow 
in the middle, the depth or extreamity of the 
ſhadow. of death rva%%, iz Valle ambre lethalis , in 
the thickeſt of the deadly ſhade, 1. e. 2 ipfiſima 
& profundiſſimi mortis umbra, in the deepeſt and 
utmoſt ſhade or ſorrow of death. The Words here 
faith one, Notat horribilem quandam mortis ſpeciem 
& figuram ( qualis morientium oculis obſervatur ) 
tritiſſimam. It dMotes a very horrid appearance 
of death, and that molt diſmal apprehenſion of it, 
which Men uſually have when - they come to die, 
every way belet with horror _ and diſtrattion, in a 
word ,, a terrible and approachizg deſtruction, ( gr 
enim ad umbram accedit non lozige 4 corpore abeſt ) He 
that 1s in theſhadow , 1s not far from that Subſtance; 
or thing it ſelf, 

Thus the P/almift reprefents a dying State as 


moſt ſevere and terrible, . agreeable to what he 


tells us of it from his own experience, My heart 
is ſore pained within me, and the pains of death are 
fallen npox me , feartulneſs and trembling are come upon 
ze , and horror, or as it is in the other Tranſlation, 
an horrible dread hath overwhelmed me. 

Death , or rather the preliminary paſſage to it, 
and the way into the other World, is attended 
with great horror and affliction, and 1s beyond ex- 
prefiion harſh and terrible; to which Fob may 


Pſt. 55. 4,5» 


have fome reference, when he faith, O that my ch.6. :,z 4. 


grief 
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rief were thoroughly ;weighed, and my calamity laid 
% Nh Gel career Y for now it will be heavier 
than the ſand of the Sea , therefore my words are ſwal- 
lowed up (that is, I want words to expreſs my griet ) 
for the arrows of the Almighty are within me, the pot- 
ſon whereof drinketh up my ſpirit , the terrors of God 
do ſet themſetves in array againſt me. And that this 
was the utmoſt extremity jof diſtrels or afMiiction, 
he could think of, appears from that Standard of 
Sorrow , which he makes it, Chep. 24. 17. If one 
know them, they are in thc terrours of :he ſhadow 
of death , which he theretors :2ils Ye Kino of Ter- 
roars. The greateſt of all humane Evils or Miſeries. 
And now that great terrour and ſeverity , which doth 
accompany a dying State or Gondition , may be 
occaſioned ; - 

Firſt, From the pains or agonies of it. 

Secondly , Mens miſgiving thoughts of their fu- 
ture State. | 

Thirdly , Their foregoing all the - Pleaſures and 
Enjoyments of this World. 

Fourthly', The ſence of Guilt or Sin , that will 
then crowd in upon us. 

Fifthly, The more and greater Afſaults of our Spiri- 
tual Adverfary. 

Sixthly, The thoughts and convition of an 
enſuing Judgment, Upon all which accounts our 
dying Circumſtances will appear fufficiently dreadful 
and terrible. \ 

The firſt great terrour of Death doth ariſe FROM : © 
THE PAINS OR AGONIES THAT USUALLY 
ATTEND TT; For however it 1s to appearance, 
there may be, its very likely, even in the {mooth- 
eft paſſage from this to the. other World , ſome 
rugged and uneven paths, which can be percei- 
ved 


the Lerro2s of Death. 


ved by none, but thoſe that tread them , Cer- 
tain it i sthat in the general there is a great deal of 


hardſhip and difficulty at ſuch a time, and 1n ſuch 
Circumſtances as theſe, from thoſe pains and {or- 
rows which do naturally attend that condition , 
for in looſing that ' knot, in diſſolving the cloſe 
ConjunCction of Soul and Body, there muſt be, and 
we have reaſon to ſay there 15, a great deal of un- 
conceivable Anguiſh and Aﬀlition, *cis an extream 
violence to Nature, and the utmoſt contradiction 
to it. And therefore muſt mightily fret and mo- 
left us, for whence ( but from the moſt horrid 
pain and uneaſineſs ) can proceed ſuch extravagant 
convulſions , cold ſweats , deadly faintings , fhort 
breathings , diſtraQtion of the Eyes, and other 
dreadful Agonies that attend it ? For if theſe and 
the like, which we obſerve in daily Spectacles of 
Mortality are dreadful to behold ; What muſt 
they be to thoſe poor Creatures that do, and to 
us that ſhall ſuffer under them? And therefore a 
ood man , that is not afraid of death , can't but 
rink and tremble to think of the way to it, that 
is beſet with ſuch horror and. diftration in every 
particular; O my God, may be the language of 
the moſt pious Soul, T am willing to die and pre- 
pared for thee, being deſirous to depart and to be 
with Chriſt, which is better than' a continuance 
here, but my greateſt concera is, how to come 
to thee on the other Shore, there is a great Gulf 
between us, I muſt be toſ&d on a boyſterous 
Sea , and wrack*d by dreadful Wayes , and Tem- 
peirs. Is there no way to Cazaaz, but through 
a defolate Wilderneſs, and muſt I go through 
rhe walley of the Shadow of Death, to that Land 
which flows with Milk and Honey, that Heaven 
| | Terrſalew 


I& 


_ Heb. 9. 27: 
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Chafftan Suppozts under 
Feruſalem? Theſe are. things contrary to Fleſh 
and Blood, and ſuch as will make the Routeſt 
courage faint and tremble , the pains and ter- 
rours' of 'death can't be expreſt or conceived by 
any, but 'who are paſt 'or under them. And 
doubtleſs the holy Spirit of God doth in ſome 
meaſare intimate to us the ſadneſs of them, 
when it ' mentions it as a great bleſſing to men. 
that it is appointed to them, but once to die, 
and that there ſhall be.» more death in the '0- 
ther State. One undoubted priviledge whereof, 
is, that there ſhall be no more - of thoſe dread- 
ful forerunners or concomitants of it , where. 
are fortrows fo ſevere and terrible as endanger 
the fafery of' our Souls as ol - ow X wn | 

. US tO _1Mmpartlience ,_. ruit , and tne uke , 
0: Ei on Church , | fuer as not at our luſt 
hour through any pains of death to fall from thee. 

Our _ greateſt troubles . and: moſt dangerous. con- 
fit in this. World is uſually our departure out 
of it; fo. that to this aſl alſo we may. apply 


Z6.1. 14,15 that of the: Prophet , The great day of the Lord 
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i near , it is near and. hafteth greatly , even the woice 
of the day. of. the "Lord; the mighty Men- ſhall cry 
therein bitterly, "That day is a: of wrath, a day of 
trouble” and diſtreſs, a day of waſteneſs and deſolation, 
a aay of darkneſs aud gloomineſs, a. day of clouds and. 
hich darkneſs. 
 Tiws the Pains and} Apgonies. of a dying State 
render it 'moſt terrible and dreadful... © 
Secondly ,. It will appear again to be ſo.,. 
FROM MENS MISGIVING. THOUGHTS OF 
THEIR. AFTER STATE... I do not mean. their 
"Joubtfulneſs* of it; for! I am-apt to think., that 
he. greateſt pretenders . that way are fifficiently 
and. COn- 
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ehe Terroursof Death 
convinced when they come to die, and the ſenſe 
of that their languiſhing Condition will ſoon 
rub up their Belief of another Life ; but now 
moſt * or all Men are under no ſmall Diſtreſs and 
Perplexity from the convition and conſfidera- 
' tion of that future Life, for which none is ſuffici- 
ently fitted and prepared , but hath reaſon , eſpe- 
cially from | himſelf , to have ſome diffidence , 
fome diſtruſt or ſufpicion of his condition in it ,, 
and- it' is what becometh a prudent and a good 
Man ; for an over-weening opinion of our 
{elves., and a confident preſumption of our pre- 
paration for Heaverr may be ill grounded and 
miſtaken, and feems to be inconſiſtent with a 
truly - devout and ' penttent Soul . Be not high 
minded but fear, is the Rule that ſuch go- by even. 
in theſe circumſtances. We muſt be ſenſible , 
and ought to be eſpecially ſo, when: we: come to- 
die , That we have had a great work to do in a 
little time ; and being that God now calls us to 
give up an account of our Stewardſhip , it muft put 
us into very great Fear and Conſternation to 
think with our ſelves what we have done, and 
whither we are going, and how can we but ſuſpe&t 
our condition ,. when we conſider that we are 
not able to- anſwer God one word in- x wir es muſt 
it not then- moſt deeply concern, and mightily 
affet our Souls, to conſider that near approach 
to their endleſs and unalterable State, and the. 
beſt of Men may have fome :Fear or Suſpicion: 
at leaſt of their Condition in it. This now 1s 
their grand Aﬀair, and if they fail and miſcar- 
ry here they are irrevocably gone and. loſt for 
ever : Who then: can avoid being. concerged 
at. this great © and weighty change, when: he 
| thinks - 
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' all my Life tine for nothing: but Vanity and Vexa- 


Chyiſtian Suppoots under 
thinks with himſelf, that he is now hafting in- 
to another World , and at the Gate of Eternity , 
though he fears not Death, yet the Apprehenſions 
of another State muſt ſtrike a damp into hus 
Soul, and make him hugely ſerious and per- 

lexed in his Thoughts ; Men's Hearts failing them 
or fear of what may become of them in ano- 
ther State, Nor 1s it blamable or unchriſtian 
to be ſo, for beſides what Reaſon the beſt of 
Men may have to ſuſpe& themſelves, ſuch. a 
Temper as this, will diſpoſe us for all due Care 
and Circumſpeion in that moſt ſolemn time 
and ſeaſon, and ſuch an humble diſtruſt of our 
ſelves may and will have better Effects, than 
a very daring confidence. and preſumption : For 
the comfort of good Men, - at the moſt depend- 
ing upon Hope, . doth ſhew that at the beſt they 
lie under ſome - Doubtfulneſs and | Inſecurity : 
And therefore as you ſee Men's miſgiving thoughts, 
as to a future State, is. no. ſmall Trouble and 
Perplexity to them in their dying Circamſtan- 
CES. | 
Thirdly Their Trouble.” herein doth further a- 
riſe, FROM THE THOUGHTS OF PARTING 
WITH ALL THE PLEASURES AND ENJOT- 
MENTS HERE BELOW. — Men that have liv- 
ed in the World muſt needs'have ſome intereſt 
and affections. fixed int, and there is ſcarce any 
that -do or. can fit ſo. . looſe to theſe ſecular At- 
fairs ,. as to. bear. the removal from ' zhew with 
an even and undiſturbed Spirit ; nay fo far is 
it from this, that. theſe. frequently : prove the 
moſt _ pungent Conſiderations or Refletions in 
that diſmal State ;,. Have I, ſaith.one, laboured 
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the Terrozs of death, 
tion of Spirit, for I find it tobe ſo now; I am to be removed, 
and ta be taken fromit: For this have T-beat my Brains, 
 wearied and moleſted my ſelf, for this have T cheated and pur- 
loin” d,for this have I cver-reach'd or ſapplanted my Brother, 
wrong'd or oppreſs'd my Neighbour, and muſt I be deprived of 
all in a moment ?* What ſorrow like to my ſorrow will the 
Worldling ſay ?- And thoſe pleaſbtres that others have 
too much indulged, will but the more perplex their 
Thoughts when they are thus forced from them ; 
nay, even the moderate and lawful enjoyment of 
theſe things, will occaſion in us no {mall trouble 
and vexation of mind, at this final parting with 
them : Tho it behoves us to do it with Chriſtian cour- 
rage, and Reſignation, yet we cannot without extream 
ſorrow and concernment ſay at that time, Farewel Wife 
farewelChildren, farewel Friends, farewel the World finally 
farewel whatever was here dear and valuable. 'And give 
' Me leave to add, the more have beet Mens comforts, 

and thoſe of good Men have been the moſt and trueſt, 
the more and greater muſt be the grief and concern- 
ment, for that utter removal, and diſmal ſeparation 
from them. 

Fourthly, The troubles of a dying State muſt be 
again very. great, FROM THE SENSE OF SIN 
OR GUILT THAT WILL THEN CROWD IN 
UPON. VS. © However we may forget God and our 
' ſelves in a time of Health and Profpetity, when theſe 
decline or forfake us, we are uſually brought to a 
fober Seaſe, and-in fuch a languiſhing Stare and Con- 
Yition: caty hardly avoid it ; Confcience, if ever, 
will: certainly awake when we cottte to die, aid we - 
may have obſerved the preateſt Afition' that Men 
have then futfer'd under, was their nor' being able to 
avoid their own thoughts, which are row more 
bitter: 2nd: tefrible* than” ever; (and by the Way 'tis 

gp ' -— 
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| Deftruftion; and gothing now can be ſo eutting 
. | EDT. 


Chizſttan Suppozts under 
not only Juſtice, but withal Goodneſs in God to make 
it ſo. ) Now the Mind has quick and unbiaſs'd Re- 
fle&ions on its own Actions, and ſets forth its Guilt 
in true and proper Colours, and therefore the Apo- 
ſtle may well ſay, The ſting of Death ss Sin. No 
terror in this State like that which doth redound to 
us from our guilty Conſciences which have now got 


us under hold,. and will laſh us ſeverely. We can't 


now diſguiſe or diiſemble our Guilt, there is no 
ſtifling of it by Riot or Intemperance3 lewd and looſe 
Company can divert us no longer; all the live-long 
day our fins will plague and fret us, and in the 
weariſom nights, when we count every minute, our 
Guilt will ruſh in upon our thoughts, attend us in 
every turn and motion, and render our Souls as reſt- 
leſs and uneaſie as our Bodies, If what the Prophet 
{aith of wicked Men be true at other times, *tis much 
more ſo at this, That they are like the troubled Sea 
when it cannot reſt, whoſe waters caſk up Mire and 
Dirt. There is no peace, ſaith my God, to the wicked. 
When we come to die, the greateſt melancholy 
that ſhall then ſeize our Spirits, will be from the 
heavy load and burden of our fins, that will .be 
ready to oppreſs and fink our Souls. Then we ſhall 
find that threatning verified in us, I wil reprove 
ghee, and ſet them in order befors thine Eyes. And 
what grief or anguiſh can be comparable to that, 
which redounds from this? When we are going 
Hence, and God gives us warning to remove, muſt 
it not concern afflit us beyond all thought or 
expreſſion, to confider the danger our Sins have now 
brought us to? They hide God's Face and Mercy 
from. us, and in our greateſt Diſtreſs and highe 

need of Comfort, threaten us with utter Ruin and. 
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the Terro:s of Death. 
and intollerable as the thoughts of a diſpleaſed and 
angry God. -And well may that be fo to us which 
was the greateſt of our Saviours troubles, for at his 
dying hour, the guilt of our ſins that lay on him, 
occationed the bitterett Agony of his Soul, and thar 
diſmal exclamation, My Gcd, my God, why haft thou 
forſaken me. Moſt certainly the ſenſe of guilt will 
be the bittereft Portion, and the very dregs of that 
Cap of trembling ; our Hearts wilt faint, and our 
Souls will fk within #5, and we ſhall ſhake and ſear, 
and cxy mightly, and have on us ſuch paſſionate con- 
cernment as 1s inexpreſſible, from the diſmal appre- 
henſion of the Divine Wrath and Indignation which 
our fins have kindled and provoked againſt us. So 


that hereupon it may be ſaid with Caiz, My puniſh- Gen. 413+ 


ment is greater than I can bear. 

. Fifthly, The troables of a dying ſtate will appear 
further conſiderable, FROM THE ASSAULTS. 
OF OURSPIRITUAL ENEMY, WHICH 
WILL BE THEN MORE AND GREATER 
THAN EVER. Forto this we may apply what 
is ſaid of him, Woe to the Inhabitants of 1 Earth, 


for the Devil is come down unto you, having great Rev. 12- 


Wrath, becauſe he knoweth that he hath but a ſhort 
time. And accordingly we may expett that he will ap- 
ply his temptations now more vigorouſly than ever; 
for if he diſcharges this laſt part effe&tually, they 
are utterly loſt and gone, , and he has gain'd them 
for ever. Wherefore he may be ſuppoſed now to. 

ſet all his Engines on work, and to ply it cloſely, 
. He takes all the advantages that may be of theſe 
extream and difficult circumſtances ; herein he tempts. 


us to fretfulneſs and impatience under God's hand, 


. .to adiſtruſt or deſpair of his Goodneſs. Doſt rhouJ%* 5 


Fill retain-they Tpregrity? Curſe God and die. If = 
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wil notdo, he tempts us with too great preſumption on 

the- Divine Goodnefs, to a neglket of ave Examina- 

' . tion and Repentance of . cur Sins, or diſtracts our 

thoughts with Secular Aﬀairs: One way or other, 

- either keeps us from the Dutics requiſite tor thar 

tate, or endeavours to make us increaſe our S1n 1n 

it. Moſt certain it is,, that the Devil. doth now 

hope, and Induftriouſly watch, for. his Prey ; the laſt 

effect of his Malice and Revenge. The caſe here 

may be ſomewhat likened to that mentioned of him, 

Rev, 12, 4. The Dragon ſtood before the Woman that 

was ready to be Delivered, for to devour the Child as 

ſoon as it was born. But may our Souls eſcape 

Ver. 5+ - like that, and be caught up unto God and to his 
Throze. | 

Sixthly, Adying State .or Condition, is rendered 

very dreadful and terrible FROM THE THOUGHTS 

OR CONVICTION OF AN AFTER ACCOUNT 

.OR FUDGMENT. The Priſoner. when going, to 

his Trial, hath all along every ſtep. he takes, very 

ſtrange and perplexing thoughts, and is beyond ex- 

preſſion troubled and uneafie within himſelf, And 

* What muſt the caſe be with Men, when on the con- 

fines of another World, to think of that great 

and impartial Judgment and Tribunal, before which 

they are now ſummon'd tdappear? And how muſt it 

 _ _ <effeCt andcut them, to conſider that they are now haſt. 

4 ing to the preſence of that Righteous and Almighty 

Judge, who ſhall ſtrictly examine every thought and 

zale World, before whom all things are naked and open ? To 

conſider that after Death cones Jademert, is that which 

makes a dying State the moſt Serious and weighty 

matter ' in the whole World. What concerament 

and, anxiety mult a man truly ' confiderative, have 

at ſuch atime” I aw-dying, I am | departing ; that 

IS, 


«th ** 


- the Terrours of death. © 
is, in other terms, Iam called to give-up my - Ac- 
compts, I am going to be Judged before the Great 
- God ; behold, what Lancer {o weighty, what Concern- 
ment comparable to this * This ſingle Conſideration 
duly weighed,renders ſuch circumſtances very ſtraight 
. and terrible: No other can be the genuine effect of 
Mens thorough Belief and Conviction (at that time) of 
an,approaching Judgment. | | | 

ut we have ſufficiently repreſented the black and 
tragical part, it may be high time now to draw the 
Curtain, and ſet forth a fairer Scene. Well then, not- 
withſtanding a dying condition is thus ſevere and ter- 
rible, yet we have particular, extraordinary ſupports 
and comforts under it.” Tea, though 1 walk through the 
Valley of the ſhadow of Death, I WILL FEAR 
NO EVIL, FOR THOU ART WITH ME, 
t0,afift me in. theſe ſtraights and neceſſities; dnd-to 
afford ſuitable Helps and Advantages tinder theiti. And 
row. thoſe ub Supports which God doth give us in 
theſe moft difficult circumftances, may be conſidered 
- under theſe following Particulats; 4 
- . Firſt; The thoughts of this State ; as the- Appoint- 
ment -of God, - LIT Th ew MEL Ch et 
Secondly, That God is therein peculiarly- preſent 
>with us, and gives us. extraordinary helps and affiftati> 
tes of his Divine Care and Goodnefs. 
ty, The near approach to Heaven and Hap- 
pineſs. US. 57 - 
Fourthly, the Confideration of Cheift's Death and 
Sufferings. 2 \ "IT wt Sox Nx 

'Fifthly, The Belief and ExpeReation of a fature Re 
{urfe&ion, | ne HY 

Stxthly, The. Promiſe and Affurance of Pardon amid 
Forgivenels. | | 


E Seventhly, 


1Theſ« 3-3. 
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that are ready to receive our Souls. 
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Seventhly, The Attendance of God's Hely Angels 
W hich duly and ſeriouſly confider'd,will abundantly 


qualify and remove all the Tcrrours and Difficulties of 


a dying State. 

_ Firſt, It is 4 very great Support at that time to conſt- 
der, 'That the STATE WE ARE NOW BROUGHT. . 
TO, IS ACCORDING TO THE DETERMINATE 
ORDER AND ALLOTMENT OF GOD, in whom 
we live and move, and have our Being. He is the 
Breath of our” Noſtrils, he put our Souls into theſe 
Tabernacles, and we are here only Tenants at Will, 
liable to be -diſpoſſels'd at Pleaſure. And when we 
conſider, that *7is appointed for all men once to die, and 
that it is an irrevocable Decree of Heaven, that we 
MUST all walk through the Valley of the. ſhadow of 
Death, why ſhould we fear azy Evil? | Be diſmay*'d 


- or terrified, at that which is the will and pleaſure of 


the Almighty, as if ſome ſtrange and unexpeRed ace 
cident did befall us? For may we not hereupon ſay. 
with the Apoſtle, That xo man ſhould be moved with the/s 
affiittions, for your ſelves know that we are appointed there- 
anto. Is not God's hand in my ſuffering ? Is it not in 
my death ? *Tis an undoubted mitigation even of this 
ſorrow and affliction, to conſider that God hath: ap= 
pointed it as the unavoidable Lot and Portion of all 
Mea living ; fo that, on this account, we may fay, 
T will fear no evil, for thou art with me. | 
Secondly,In our dying State or Circumſtances, GOD 
IS PECULIARLY PRESENT WITH US, AND 
GIVES US EXTRAORDINARY HELPS AND 
ASSIEST ANCES OF HIS CARE AND. GOOD- 
NESS. Thou art with me. That Providence which 
is always vigilant over us, hath then a more deep and 
Ipecial regard and concern for us. Are the very Hairs 


S 


ne mand ” 


_ The Terrours of Death. 

of oar Head all zumber'd? And doth his Care extend 
o far, as that one of theſe ſha/l not fall ro the groand, 
but by the permiſſion of our Heavenly Father ? May we not 
* hence juſtly conclude, that he is peculiarly carerul of _ 
us in ſuch danger and extremity as this ! Thon art with 
»e; it is render'd Penes me, in loco quo ſto, Thou art 
near at hand, inthe very place where I am, not as an 
indifferent unconcefn'd Spectator, but to be 4 very pre- 
ſent help in trouble. Then this our good God is with 
us,. to comfort our Souls, to ſupport our Spirits, to eaſe 
_ -our Pain, and give us patience under it; to ſoften our 
cares, to mitigate the pangs and terrors of Death ; then 


the Erernal God i thy Refuge, and anderneath are the »,,, _ 5 


everlaſting Arms. Such a mighty care of God over us, 27. 
holy David was abundantly ſenſible of, and doth ex- 
rels very paſſionately, Thou art about my path, and a- 


out my bed. The Lord will deliver him in time of trou- Bſal. 41« 


ble. Thou wilt not deliver him into the will of his enemies. 
The Lord wil! ftrengthen him upon the bed of languiſhing ; 
thou wilt make all his bed in his ſickneſs. The Hebrew 
word ſignifies turn, Thou wilt turn all his bed in his 
ſickneſs, as it were to make him lie more ſoft and ea- 
. fie. And: he ſeems to have an undoubted reference 
bereunto, by what preſently follows in this verſe : Thou 
art with me, thy rod and thy ſtaff comfort me. , At quid 
© adferunt ſolatii virga & baculus ? adferunt & quidem plus 
*rimum, ſaith Eraſmw ingenioully upon it, What com- 
* fort doth the rod and faff here import ? A great deal; 
* zdver/us:latrocinia. demonum hoc molientium, They are 
*thoſe Inſtruments whereby this great Shepherd doth. 
* defend his Flock from the rage and malice of rhe De- 
*vils, that wait to devour us. IT am: not ignorant, 
_ © ſaith he, that ſome of the Ancients, by the Rod. here, 
* underſtand ſore light affiition, wherewith God doth 
© Chaſtize 3 by the ff, lome more ſevere and rel 

; UUpe 
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© Tudgment, whereby he doth puniſh his People. An 
-< Opinion, though very pious, yet not fo proper for this 
.-* place; for obſerve, ſaith he, the P/a/mift doth not ſay, 
© My rod and ſtaff, but thy rod and thy ſtaff, and therein 
« ſpeaks more agreeably, to the Metaphor here of God's 
© being a Paſtor; and ſo we may take the 70d and the 
© aff here according to what is uſual in Scripture, the 
©rod may be his aitiag Grace, the ftaff our Defence a- 
© oainft our ravenous Enemy. He wirga paſtoris Feſu, 
< ie bacalius ſolatio ſunt gregi imbecilli adverſuns terrores 
© omnium malorum. * This rod, this faff of the ſhepherd 
, of our ſouls, Chriſt Jeſus, will be our protection and 
© ſecurity againſt all kind of evil. St. Pawl, faith he, 
© mentions the fiery Darts of the Devil; theſe Chriſt 
© keeps from us with his af here mentioned : . Hoc 
© 42 01 magnum interim militaris itiveris ſolatium. And 
_ © is not this by the way, a great incouragement of our 
© Warlike State? How dearly doth our Lord Jeſus 
© love us, who, as: you fee, will negle@t nothing that 
* may any. wiſe conduce to. our Protection, our Re- 
© freſhment, and our Comfort? Thus far he, which 
{ have the longer inſiſted on, \becauſe i is fuch a ge> 
_ Nnuine, though unuſual Interpretation, and a feaſona- 
ble repreſentation of God's fo great, and peculiar care, 
and regard for us, in this wort ſtraight and difficult 
condition. 23 
To fum up this Head ; ' as nothing is ſurer than the 
day .of Death, and our Departure out of this Earthly 
Body, which very likely may be attended with black- 
neſs and terror, with dreadful Pains, and Agonies, too 
great:to be expreſt ; yet I may 'comforcably ſay, that 
. herein z7he Lord i my helper ; yea, though I walk thro? 
this V alley of the ſhadow of - Death, T will fear no evil, 
far then art with me. 11:5 the Arrows of the Almighty 
 frich fait 1a me, and hits Hand preſſe: h me fore ; though 


my 


- : the: Terrozs of Death. 
my condition be painful and tormenting, and I be 


ſtretch'd upon .my Bed with Grief and Anguiſh, and 
my Friends about me lament to think hat rhe place 


 * which now ſeeth me, ſhall ſee me zo more, notwithſtand- 


ing the Decree is paſt, That God hath number'd my Life 


aud finiſhed it, and Tam now beſet with gloomineſs p,,.; 25 


and darkneſs, mine Eye-balls rowl, and my Soul is 
' juſt on the 'wing, ready to take its flight . into the 
unknown Regions -of the other World, Newverthe- 
eſs Iam continually with thee, thou haſt holden me by 


my right hand, thou ſhalt guide me with thy Council, p 73: 23+ | 


and afterwards receive me to glory, Whom have IT in 
Heaven but thee, and there is none upon Earth that I 
deſire beſides thee, My Fleſh and my Heart faileth; but 
God is the ftrength of my Heart, and my Portion for 
ever. Which brings us to another thing that will re- 
lieve and comfort us, in a dying State and Condition : 
And that 1s, | 
Thirdly, FYHE THOUGHTS OR CONST 
DERATION OF OUR NEAR APPROACH 
TO HAPPINESS AND GLORY. Having 
hitherto run the race that is ſet before us, We may 
expe& greater ſweats and troubles, and to be: more 
tired, the nearer we come-to the end of it. But 
this: is the laft Stage ; if we can bear up under this 
only remaining: difficulty, the "day and the prize 
is. ours ; we may go on with Patience L9oking anto 
Teſus, the Author and Finiſher of our Faith. - How 
mult it incourage our endeavours, . and ſupport' onr 
Spirits, under the ſoreft preſſure-of Death ir ſelf, to 
behold, with * am. Eye of faith, the Glory ready to be 
revealed, and to iee.our Lord, with open arms, ready 
ro receive us? Come, bear up- under this, and as 
w is your worlt, it is your very laſt trial. There 
£ a are 


2. Cor. 5. 


| Pſa.16.11. 
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are bleſſed Manſions prepared for you, where there 


Rey. 2. 4- ſhall be no more Death, neither ſorrow, nor crying , nei- 


ther ſhall there be any more pain, for the former things 
are {fed away. Tho it may not ſeem conſiſtent 
with what I have already deliver'd, to leflen the- ſad 


_ and {orrowful circumſtances of our dying hours, yet 


I may ſay, that if our Souls be duly fixed on Hea- 


' vea and Eternity, it muſt in a great meaſure. abate, 


and will, I'm ſure, outweigh the worit that can be 
{aid or . conceived | of that State. This is able to 
out-ballance the utmoſt Tyranny of Pains and Agonies, 


. and to diſpel all Clouds and Melancholy from - our 


minds. 'The Night #s-come, but it brings us-to the 
dawn of Eternity, and that ſbadow. of Death is the 
confine of the days of Heaven. Tet a little while, and 
we are gone into JONDER World ; and mult it not 
be a mighty fatisfaGion to us now, | te ſay with the 
Apoſtle, We know that if our earthly Houſe of this 
T abernecle were diſſolved, we have 'a building of God, 
ay Houſe not made with hands, Eternal in the Heavens. 
To think that the pain will be over in a ſhort time, 
is lome caſe to. my. mind in. the greateſt Afﬀii- 
Ction; , but to add,. and conſider withal, that it will 
be preſently ſucceeded with Foy anſpeakable and fall of 
tory,. muſt adminiſter to our Souls the higheſt con- 
lation. I1will fear no evil, for thou art with me; 
to lay farther, and I ſhall be with thee, be transferred to 
that blisful State, to the preſence of God, where there 
is folimgs of joys, and pleaſures for ever, is my moſt 
unipeakable ſupport, and the very height of comfort 
and fſatisfaQtion, The Tears draw nigh in which thou ſhalt 
fay Theve nopleaſure inthem, while the Sun, or the Light, 
or the Moon, or the Stars, are darkened. Iz the day when © 
the Keepers of the houſe ſhall tremble. Alſo when they ſhall 
be afraid of that which is hizh, and fears ſhall be in the 


way 


_  » the Terrozs of Death; 19 
n4y.- The Silver Cord is loofed. Obſerve, upon that 
melancholy, and tho' Elegant deſcription, of our dying 
condition, So/oman fubjoyns us a comfort againſt the | 
diſmal thoughts of rhoſe {ad circumſtances, and againſt 
Death it ſelf; the conſideration of our acceptance 

with God in the Immortal State, Then ſhall the duſt 
return to the Earth as it was, and the Spirit ſhall ye- 

turn to God who gave it. In a word, this ſingle con- 
ſideration, -that we ſball ever be with the Lord, duly 
weighed and rely'd on, will abundantly relieve and 
{upport- us againſt all the Powers 'of Death, in its 
molt horrid and ghaſtly apperances, and ſufficiently 
ſubdue the great difficulties of the dying State. . 

Fourthly, This is again render'd further eaſfie and 
{upportable FROM THE CONSIDERATION 
OF CHRIST'S DEATH AND SUFFER- 

TINGS: not only as they do expiate our Sins, and 

{0 bring comfort to our Souls, as we may have 
occaſion to {hew- preſently, but withal, upon the ac- 

count of lis great and glorious conqueſt over Death 

and the Grave, which .he vanquiſhed and ſubdu'd, 

in the very worſt, and moſt horrid circumſtances, 

that they might have leſs power, and exerciſe leſs 
Tyranny. over us. Whereupon the Apoſtle trium- 
phantly ſpeaks, Death 7s {wallowed ap in Viftory. O-1.Cor 15. 
Death, where is they ſling? O Grave, where is thy vi- 3* 
Gory? Thanks be to God, which giveth us the Vidtory 
through our Lord Jeſus Chri#. ; 

To conſider that Chriſt our Lord underwent the: 
{ame before us, and in a more diſmal manner than 
we are able to bear or imagine, is ſome mitigatiog 
in this moſt ſorrowtyl condition; conſidering withal, 
that in doing ſo, he hath made the way more ſmooth 
and paſſable for us. Deatlr ſpent his moſt fiery Darts. 
on him, and he hath ſo ſubdu'd' his greateſt es 

and: 


-_ Chulkian Suppozts under 
and utmoſt power, that he either cannot, or dare not 
be over ſevere and rigorous with us; at leaſt, he can 
go no further than he will permit him, 1am he that 
Jiveth and was dead, and behold I am alive for evermore, 


Rev. 1.13-Amen: And have the Keys of Hell and of Death, 


of the Sick. 


Death 'is now purely under Chriſts command, and 
can do nothing but by leave from him ; and there- 
fore, we may juſtly hope that our gracious Lord will 
not ſuffer him to exert his utmolt fury upon us. How 
ſuitable then is that pious Prayer of our Church at 
this ſeaſon; O Saviour of the World, who by thy Croſs 
and precious Blood haſt redeemed as, ſave us and help us, 
we humbly beſeech thee, O Lord. 

Fifthly, the troubles and Sorrows of a dying State, 
are again very much abated and ſubdu'd FROM 
THE THOUGHTS OF 4 FUTURE RE- 
SURRECTION, which will fatisfie our Minds 
and make abundant amends for all: the doubts or 
troubles that do now attend us. What though we 
ſuffer under pains, and may be grieved to think that 
part of us ſhall be the Prey of Worms and Corrup- 
tion, yet the belief of this truth will ſoon diſpel the 
forrows that ariſe from thence. The-time is coming 
{and Lord, what joy is it in thele ſtraights ? ) 
when. my .Soul- now returning to- God, ps on | 
this Body .again. glorious and: refin*d, never more to 
be. vext with, or. ſeparated from-it. This ſhadow of 
Death, and that forrowfal Night, that is now beſet 
with Clouds..and horrour, will condu&t us to the 
morn-of our Reſurrection ; and how. can we be ſor- 
gowful. as ' Men withoat hope? This- our Church looks 
Þpon as the moſt comtortablesſupport, .for the con- 
Jideration of our :own, ..or others difſolution, when 
11 its great Prudence and Piety, it appoints that -Lef- 
Jon concerning _the:great Article -of the ReſurreCtion 

in 


the Terrours of Death, 
in the Burial Service, a Dottrin if rightly fix'd and 
believ'd, that: will render us ftedfaſt and unmoveable 
in the deepeſt forrows. Thy Brot of ay; riſe again, 
was the comfort our Saviour gave to Mary, and is fuch 
as will be able to bear up our Spirits, even in the hea- 
vieſt Tryals of a Dying State. For how mult it ſup- 
me and others, at that time, to ſpeak after this, or 

the like manner? © You behold me, Brethren, ſeem- 
< ingly forſaken and diſtreſs'd ; and, indeed, Jy Com- 
6 platott 1s bitter, for my Soul is exceeding ſorrowful, 'e- 
© wvew wnto death, and my ftroak is heavier than my groan- 
6 3z3ps. But ”— I would have you believe and think as 

' ©T[ do, that { am only to witharaw for a ſmall ſeaſon; and 
'6 43 the Prophet ſpeaks, to enter into my Chambers, and 
6 (but my Doors about we, and to hide/my ſelf, as it were, 
' © for « little moment, for thy dead men ſhall live; toge- 
© they with my dead body ſhall they ariſe. And there- 
* upon, obſerve what followeth : Awake and ſing, ye that 
© weld i the daft, This long and ſolemn parting may 


2] 


Foh. 11-23. 


1/ai.25.20 


© cauſe grief in our hearts, and tears in our eyes ; but 


© thall we not be comforted, conſidering the time is 

* coming, in which, AZ rhat are in the Graves, ſhall hear 
© dibe +vozee of the Son of God, and ſhall come forth? 

* _ - Sixthly, The Terrours of a dying State are mightily 

: qualified and abated, FROM GOD'S MOST COMFOR- 

ABLE PROMISE AND ASSURANCE OF PAR- 


St. Matth. 


DON AND FORGIVENESS. The greateſt and the . 


cruelt ſorrow of a dying State,is that which is occalion'd 
from the ſence of Sin & Guilt ©: Hirr ille Lachryme, This 
is'the cauſe of our chiefeſt trouble and uncaſineſs at that 
tie, \end very juſtly too, far it is the moſt diſmal fate 
as ever was threatned; Te ſball dye 3» your fins. But 
when T-come with a meſfage of Pardon and Forgive- 
nels; and-rhis be rightly receiv*d and well grounded, 
then "is," So be of good chear, thy fins be forgives thee. 


* 


I'0 


St. Fohn, 
8. 24. 


Sr. Matth. 
9. 2+ 
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To be convinced that I have made my.peate with God, 
and that my Pardon is ſealed in Heaven, this will 
ſtrengthen us in the midit of forrows, even'to the de- 
fiance of all pain and anguilh : Inſtead of complaints, 
we may hereupon joyfully ſay, Lord, now lerteſt thou 
thy Servant ay 7x peace, I do neither care-nor va-: 
Ive what I ſufter, 1ſo-1 be reconciled to God, and have: 


_ my fins waſh'd away by the. Blood of. Chriſt. - ' And: 


Ia. 55-7 


Ja. 1. 18. 


Viſitat, of 
Sick. 


ſuch may be the State of every one of us, for upon. a- 
ſincere Faith and hearty Repentance, God will have mer- 
cy upon #5, and abuntantly pardon. Though your fins be as 
ſcarlet, they ſhall be 4s white as ſnow ;, though they be red 
like C ng they ſhall be as Wool. This blefled Promiſe: 
takes away the ſting of Death, and puts us-beyond: the 
reach of 1ts Terrour and Malignity ;_ and therefore:our: 
Church may welt preſcribe it as the great, or only - 
Comfort, and Security,. in ſuch a State or Condition. 
Thus ſaying, The Almighty Lord, who is a moſt ſtrong 
Tower to all them that put their truſt) in him, to whom all 
things in Heaven, in Earth, and under the Earth, do bow 
and obey, be now and evermore thy Defence, and make thee 
know and feel, that there is no other name under Heaven 


given to Man, in whom, and through whom, thou mayeſt * 


receive health and faluation, but only the name of our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt. | 7 | 

_The Seventh, and Laſt Comfortable Conſideration 
that we have againſt the great ſorraws: of 'Deathy is; : 
THE ATTENDANCE OF GODS HOLY ANGELS - 
READY TO RECEIVE OUR. SQULS, AND. TO 


* CONDUCT THEM INTO THE MANSION-OF-. 


- for them that ſhall, or are ready to inherit Salvation? 


THE BLESSED. © For he will give his Angels. Charge 
over thee to keep thee in all thy ways, certainly-then in 
theſe, the moſt difficult of any. For are they, not. all 
Miniſtring Spirits ſent forth to Miniſter aid mh; piaorlas © 


The 


The Terroiurs of Death. 723 7 
The Bleſſed God, whoſe Inſtruments the Angels are | 
(and who is therefore alone to be ador'd for it ) hath 
'. out of wonderful condeſcenſion towards us, affign'd 
thoſe .glorious happy Beings, for our Safety and Prote- 
Qion in our dying Streights and Difficulties. For the | 
Holy Scripture tells us, 'They carryed Lazarus his Soul Sr. Luke, 
into Abrahaw's boſom. And in our Saviour's Dreadful '* 22- 
.. Agonies, there appeared ax Angel unto him from Heaven St. Lute, 
" ſtrengthening him, And if ſuch were able to bring -him ?* 43: 
Relief in his Circumſtances, they may well do it to 
ours, which at. the worſt, come vaſtly ſhort of his for. 
rowful Death-and Paſſion. Why now ſhould we be a- 
maz'd, and terrified at the thoughts or approach of 
that moſt ſerious and ſolemn hour ? Why art thou [0 Pf. 43-5.5. 
heavy, O my Soul ? And why art thou ſo diſquieted within 
me? O put thy truſt in God, He and his Bleſſed Angels 
continually watch over #s for good. God in the ways 
we have heard, or others, as he knows beſt, Will keep, | 
thee from the hour of temptation, which ſhall come on all Rev. 3. 10. 
the World. God is our refuge and ſtrength ; a very pre- 
ſent - in trouble: Therefore will we not fear, though Bf. 46. 1. 
the earth be moved. The Lord of Hoſts is with ws; the 
God of Jacob 7s oar refuge. 
| Tr all time of our Tribulation, in the hour of Death, 
and in the Day of Judgment, Good Lord deliver us. 


FINES. 


